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Level 5 Mnemonics

The new sound is displayed within a word linked to the mnemonic for Level 5. 



Level 5 Overview



What is the phonic screening check?

• Short phonic assessment for all children in Year 1 to assess whether children have learnt 

phonic decoding to an appropriate standard. 

• This usually takes place in June. 

• It provides teachers and parents with further information on how your child is progressing in 

phonics journey. The outcomes are reported to the DfE and provides information to create 

a national measure. 

• It is a statutory requirement for all schools across England to carry out the check. 



What does it consist of?

• The test consists of 
40 words, some 

pseudo and some 

real words that 

your child will read 

one-to-one with 

their class teacher. 

• We will go through 

some practice 
questions first with 

your child to make 

sure they 

understand the 
activity. 



What does it consist of?

• These are some examples from the 2019 

paper of Pseudo words. 

• These words are used because they will be 

new to all of the children. Children who 

can read these non-words should have the 

skills to decode unfamiliar words. 

• They are presented alongside a picture of 

an imaginary creature. This helps children 

understanding that these words should not 

be matched to their existing vocabulary. 



What does it consist of?

• Here are some examples of real words.

• Half of these words were phonic skills that 

were covered in Reception and the rest 

are based on Year 1 phonic skills.

• Using end of Reception phonics 

assessments, we were able to support 

children revisit those sounds that were not 

fully grasped in Reception. 

• More information and previous phonic 

screening materials can be found: 

Gov Website 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video


How we will help in school

• Four weekly phonics sessions in class, following the Twinkl Phonics scheme 
of work.

• Using Phonics Play and other interactive games to make phonics learning 
more engaging.

• Regular assessments to help to identify pupils who would benefit from 
additional phonic support, including but not exclusive to, smaller targeted 
intervention groups.

• Providing your child with a phonic reading book and access to online 
phonic reading books 

• Provide lots of wider reading opportunities to apply their phonic skills



What can I do to support my child at 

home?

 Read with your child regularly, ask them to 

spot their diagraphs within words.

 Use the parent information sheets that are 

shared weekly practise their sounds and 

support them to identify these sounds in 

words. 



What can I do to support my child at 

home?

• Login to Twinkl phonic Rhino readers to provide your 

child with a wide range of phonetically decodable 

texts. 

• Login to Twinkl phonics app where they can play lots 

of games where they have to apply their phonic 

knowledge. 



What can I do to support my child at 

home?

• Head to your child's class page where you will find lots 

of useful recourses include examples of past phonic 

screen check papers and useful links to website

• Use the sounds mats available under the Resources 

and then English section of our class web page to 

practice sounds with your child. 

• There are lots of websites to make learning fun for your 

child to practice. 



What can I do to support my child at 

home?

• Practice a mix of real and pseudo words. Resources and links 

are under our ‘Phonic Screening Resources’ section. Ask your 

child to draw the sound buttons underneath each word. 

• Lots of Reading!

Rereading home reading book 

and, soon to come, a library 

book. 



What if my child is struggling to decode a 

word?

• If your child does not say a sound correctly in a word. Ask them to try again. 

• If they still say the sound incorrectly, point to the letter and tell your child the sound it makes. And 

then say try again. 

• If they are still struggling to blend the correct sounds, then model this for them left to right, say the 

sounds then read the word. 

• If it is a real word, talk about the meaning of the word to your child if they do not understand it.

• Be positive and give lots of praise and encouragement. 



FAQs

How long does it take?

• It should take 4-9 minutes to complete, if a child requires a break, we can accommodate this.

Where does the check take place?

• We will use a quiet room in school outside of the classroom. There will not be any resources on the walls 

to help your child. 

Will my child know it is a ‘test’?

• We present our daily phonics lessons learning sounds and then applying to real and pseudo words. This 

activity is not new to them. They have also completed a mock phonics screening to help us with 

targeted support for groups of pupils. 

What if my child is absent?

• If a pupil is absent during the check week, we can administer the check to them up until the end of 

June. Any child who is absent from school for this entire period will be recorded as absent in the results 

data and they will sit the test the following June alongside the Year 1 cohort. 



FAQs

How will I know my child’s results?

• We will report your child’s score to you by the end of the summer term. This will include whether or 

not your child has met the expected standard to ensure that you are aware of your child’s progress 

in developing phonics decoding skills. 

What if my child does not meet the expected standard?

• A pass mark previously has been 32 out of 40. If a pupil has not met the expected standard, we will 

outline the support that will be put in place to help your child as they enter Year 2. Those children 

who do not meet the expected standard will receive targeted intervention in Summer 2 of Year 1 

and this will continue into Year 2. These children will resit the phonic screening with their Year 2 

teacher in June 2026. 



The purpose is to become better 

readers and in turn better writers. 



Any Questions?
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